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World Environmental Summit 
waters down agreements 

Growing dissent challenges corporate influence at summits 


from www.indymedia.org news summary 
he World Summit on Sustainable Devel¬ 
opment (WSSD) ended on September 5, 
amid growing opposition to the growing cor¬ 
porate influence on world summits. Protests in 
opposition to government and corporate cor¬ 
ruption have continued throughout the meet¬ 
ings, as South Africa and the rest of the conti¬ 
nent become divided between corporate con¬ 
trol and dictatorial exploitation. 

On Monday, September 2, protestors from 
the Palestinian Solidarity Committee (PSC) 
were blasted with police water cannons for 
demonstrating at the Johannesburg College of 
Education against Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres. Meanwhile, PSC member and 
Freedom of Expression Institute academic Salim 
Vally was arrested. Supporters who staged a sit- 
down protest afterward were beaten by police 
with batons. As they dispersed, they were fired 


on with rubber bullets. Fifteen more were 
arrested, with activists and reporters suffering 
injuries. 

On Tuesday, about 70 activists stormed 
the “Waterdome” in Johannesburg, where 
Water Affairs Minister Ronnie Kasrils was dis¬ 
cussing the privatization of water. This issue 
causes tension between the ruling African Na¬ 
tional Congress and the poor, and is a key issue 
in conflicts worldwide. Growing amounts of 
corporate propaganda try to set the public’s 
mind at ease. 

On Wednesday, a walk-out was staged by 
agency delegates from countries as diverse as 
Brazil and China in disgust at the summit’s 
failure to move beyond Rio. A crowd of inter¬ 


national journalists followed the delegates in 
order to interview them, and both delegates 
and journalists were attacked by police. The 
same day, a speech by Colin Powell was heckled 
by US and UK environmental activists. 

The final released text contained provi¬ 
sions that were significantly watered-down 
from original targets, and left observers won¬ 
dering about the relationship between this 
agreement and the policies of the WTO and 
other financial institutions. The Social Move¬ 
ments Indaba (an activist coalition) concluded, 
“Instead of a lift out of poverty and a healthier 
environment, the world can look forward to a 
deepening of poverty on a global scale, and to 
a further deterioration of the environment.” 


Find more on the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) at: 
southafrica.indymedia.org—climate.indymedia.org—indymedia.org/wssd 



9/11 remembered in K-W 


O n September 11, people in the local com¬ 
munity gathered to remember the terri¬ 
ble events of one year past, as well as the terrible 
events that have come to pass since that time as 
a reaction to what happened that day. 


At the University of Waterloo, a ceremony 
was held, with a choir (see picture) and a giant 
card to sign. 

Elsewhere, people met at the Waterloo 
Recreation Centre, and then walked silently to 
Kitchener’s Victoria Park. At the 
Pavilion, there was a time of 
prayer and reflection. It was 
organized by Interfaith Grand 
River. 

The walkers were to 
carry cards that read on the 
front, “We are walking in silence 
to bear witness to the suffering 
of September 11th, 2001, and 
to raise awareness of the vio¬ 
lence in our world. Our journey 
is toward peace and harmony. 
Please join us.” 
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OUR PAPER 

Blind Spot is the print project of the Kitchener- 
Waterloo Independent Media Centre (IMC). 

The Blind Spot is an independent 
participatory media that provides commu¬ 
nity-based reporting and critical analysis on 
social and environmental justice issues and 
current events. 

Our objective is to promote diverse 
expression, action and community involve¬ 
ment. 

CONTACT US 

Phone: (519)244-1140 
Email: ontario@indymedia.org 
or imc-ivaterloo-print@indy media, org 

ONLINE 

ONTARIO.INDYMEDIA.ORG/BLINDSPOT 

Current issues as well as the archives are 
available on the web site in .pdf file format, 
for easy printing w/ Adobe Acrobat Reader. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Any donation of $25 or more entitles you to 
receive a one-year subscription by mail. 

Online subscriptions to the imc-ontario- 
announce email list will give you notifications of 
all new issues as well as occasional Indymedia 
NewsBlasts (sign up at the web site). 

DONATE 

To make donations ($10 or more receives a 
charitable tax receipt), send a cheque, payable 
to “OPIRG” with “imc-waterloo” in the memo 
line, to: WPIRG; SLC 2139; University of 
Waterloo; Waterloo, ON; N2L3G1. 

VOLUNTEER 

We are looking for people to help with: 

• Generating and coordinating content 

• Distribution: delivery routes and more 

• Community outreach 

INDYMEDIA NETWORK 

Blind Spot is just one part of the global Inde¬ 
pendent Media Centre (IMC) network. It is 
one of the efforts of people within the Ontario 
IMC organization, with the web site 

ONTARIO.INDYMEDIA.ORG 

Also visit the global web site, with feature stories 
from all over the world: 

WWW.INDYMEDIA.ORG 


Blind Spot and the 
Indymedia print 
revolution 

Out of the virtual tower, into the real world 


A t the end of June, major demonstrations 
against the G8 — Group of 8 — meetings 
in Kananaskis were staged in two main loca¬ 
tions: near the summit, in Calgary, and in 
Ottawa, the nation’s capital. 

Indymedia volunteers were there. Event 
coverage and in-depth analysis on the G8 and 
the G6B (Group of Six Billion) could be found 
on alberta.indvmedia.org . and the Take The 
Capital protests were covered on the newly- 
formed ottawa.indymedia.org . 

K-W Indy volunteers were working in the 
Ottawa Independent Media Centre, at the 
Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE) 
offices in downtown Ottawa, where live stream¬ 
ing radio, video editing, and online updates 
were produced. A daily two-page Indymedia 
newspaper entitled Raw News was published. 
Copies of the paper were handed out to 
protestors and onlookers alike, as well as being 
posted on hydro poles and distributed through 
other “guerrila distribution” tactics—includ¬ 
ing ‘droplifting’ in paper boxes and in stores. 

The IMC paper was an easy and effective 
way to deliver the message of the protests to the 
people of Ottawa, who might otherwise have 
missed it. Having print material to distribute on 
the streets, at the office or in the home is an 
essential component of the growth of 
Indymedia—it brings the mostly-virtual, online 
network of media activists and creators into the 
real physical world. 

A paper product has more credibility than 
a completely virtual news organization. Some 
of this credibility comes from the investment of 
resources in production, printing and free 
distribution. This is especially true for Blind 
Spot , since there is no commercial content in 
this newspaper. Our current circulation ranges 
between 1000 and 1500. 

It also allows for people to participate in 
the idea of democratic media. Corporate me¬ 
dia companies have money to buy expensive 
distribution networks; Indymedia’s strength is 
not its financial resources, but the strengths of 
the people in the network, and the strengths of 
the linkages created between those people. 

Publishing a standard-sized (8.5” x 11”) 
paper such as Blind Spot means that people can 
print their own copies from their own comput¬ 


ers. People can also use a photocopier to make 
multiple copies for distribution to family, 
friends, strangers, or even enemies. Individu¬ 
als can then become members of the distribu¬ 
tion chain, helping to push forward the mes¬ 
sages they support. 

Individuals can help 

• Donate money to our cause and receive 
a charitable tax receipt (for $10 and over). 
Annual subscriptions through the mail are avail¬ 
able for donations of $25 or more. 

• Subscribe online to the imc-ontario-an- 
nounce mailing list, to receive notification of all 
new print editions, as well as occasional 
Indymedia NewsBlasts. Subscribe at our website. 

• Volunteer with Blind Spot — we need 
people to contribute in different areas, includ¬ 
ing editorial (content generation and paper 
production), distribution (in the KW area or 
farther afield), and community outreach. 

• Print out Blind Spot pages, and pass them 
out, or post them up somewhere where people 
will see them. 

• EmailBlindSpot's web address to friends. 

Businesses and organizations 
can help 

• Become a partner in Blind Spot's distri¬ 
bution network. We are looking for locations 
to become sponsoring parters — covering the 
costs of printing the papers they distribute, 
either by donating money or printing off the 
papers with their photocopying equipment. 
To cover printing costs, we’re asking for be¬ 
tween $50 (20 copies/month) and $250 (100 
copies/month) per year. Sponsoring partners 
get recognition through having their names 
and addresses printed in the paper. 

• If your location would like to distribute 
Blind Spot , but is unable to cover the costs, we 
would still like to hear from you. 

•We’re also looking for businesses / or¬ 
ganizations willing to provide in-kind printing 
support — to make copies of the paper using 
their equipment and supplies. 

**Donations (both in-kind and financial) 
are eligible for charitable tax receipts. 
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KW Youth Collective and 'the spot’ 


Urban revolutionaries 


ontario.indymedia.org, article # xxxxx 
By Randy Ulch 

am standing outside ‘the spot’, a youth drop- 
in centre at 119B King St. W. in downtown 
Kitchener, right across from the last few bricks 
that make up the death knell of the Lyric. It was 
a dance club, movie theatre, cultural icon, and 
yet, according to the business council and city 
hall, an ugly eyesore for Kitchener urban de¬ 
velopment. Bought for over $3-million, the 
last few bricks and plaster crumble away, re¬ 
vealing the true essence of urban decay every¬ 
one is so rabid to fight. 

To my right are the last remnants of the 
Metropolis, a cavity in the urban landscape — 
paved and boarded off from unwanted visi¬ 
tors. Both of these plots of land expose the 
naked truth behind Kitchener city hall’s urban 
evolution — a downtown core of empty lots 
with no place for the rich or the poor. 

“They (the business council) call it Urban 
Evolution.” Julian Ichim says, “that’s what 
they’re doing to the Lyric.” 

The Lyric is being torn down — turned 
into an empty lot in the nebulous hope that 
some fairy godmother of a developer will fly in 
to save them from themselves and build some¬ 
thing to attract more suburbanites to Kitchener’s 
dirty core. Julian is among several others in the 
community that make up the KW Youth Col¬ 
lective. They believe that tearing down and 
gentrifying the downtown core is not the an¬ 
swer. 

Fighting Urban Evolution 

To help organize resistance against the 
city’s plans, the youth collective are engaged in 
an ‘urban revolution’ campaign, which included 
an open forum to discuss ways to combat, as 
Julian puts it, the gentrification of Kitchener’s 
downtown core. 

Gentrification is the policy of social cleans¬ 
ing, or removing one class of people in favour 
of another and rebuilding the infrastructure to 
support this new class of people. “It’s called 
gentrification because it’s usually the poor and 
lower social classes that are removed in favor 
of the middle class,” explains Julian. 

The KWYouth Collective formed in 199 8, 
when increased harassment from city hall secu¬ 
rity mobilized the youth and street youth who 
called the core their home. They included in 
their initial mandate the need for a youth-run 
space in the downtown core. Over the years, 


the youth collective has sponsored and organ¬ 
ized several different political actions and ral¬ 
lies, high school walkouts and youth space 
vigils. They have helped sponsor the growth of 
other organizations and assisted in starting 
activities like the Food Not Bombs food serv¬ 
ings in front of city hall every Saturday. 

In the beginning 

After three years of fundraising, ‘the spot’ 
opened up at 119B King St. W. The final 
fundraiser before opening was an outdoor 24- 
hour youth space in front of the William’s 
coffee pub by city hall, which pointed out the 
need for a youth space downtown. Another 
was held this year to raise awareness, and to 
highlight the need for more funding to keep 
‘the spot’ open for yet another year. 

Talking with Julian and earlier with fellow 
KWYC organizer Davin Charney, I’ve come to 
learn how ‘the spot’ is run, and how they keep 
the bill collectors at bay. 

They have ingenious fundraising programs 
such as ‘friends of the spot’, where people are 
asked to donate a minimum of 10 dollars a 
month, and punk music shows They keep ex¬ 
penses down so ‘the spot’ stays in the black. 

“(Between) the donations and shows ... 
we’re self sufficient at the moment, and we’re 
even experimenting with some techno music 
shows too.” 

When asked how ‘the spot’ deals with the 
day-to-day expenses, Julian adds, “when some¬ 
one comes in and asks for a couple of bucks for 
some pizza, or some bus money, you have to 
give them something. It’s your duty to the 
people. It’s not like I’m going to go out and buy 
a huge pizza for myself while other people are 
hungry.” 

Punk shows are held at ‘the spot’, and the 
staff enforce the bylaws as best they can. “We 
follow the rules because we don’t want to lose 
the spot we have.” 

The staff consists of fellow youth, elected 
by those that use ‘the spot’. They deal with the 
day-to-day administration, cleaning and what¬ 
ever else needs to be done. “The staff watch 
over the operation of the building and they 
fulfill the mandate of the collective... Anyone 
who uses ‘the spot’ can become a part of the 
youth collective and vote [for] staff, and if 
someone isn’t doing their job, then they are 
voted out and replaced.” 

I asked Julian if there had ever been any 


Free School 

at the spot, 119b King St.W 

Friday September 20 — 7 pm 

Housing and tenants’ rights 

Thursday September 26 — 7 pm 

Social work vs. Community work 

incidents at ‘the spot’ where someone has 
broken the rules. He admitted that there was 
at least one incident during the year, and it was 
handled by the youth themselves. When asked 
why they would regulate themselves, Julian let 
me in on the secret. “The staff have the respect 
of the people that use ‘the spot’, and they are 
elected by the people who use ‘the spot’ and the 
discipline is peer-dictated, not authoritarian.” 

I asked about the rise of street gangs in 
Kitchener and how that affected the operation 
of ‘the spot’. “ [There are] no violent gang beefs 
here, it’s not the colour you wear that makes 
you a part of the gang, but the mindset you’re 
forced into.” 

Collective wealth 

‘The spot’ also makes its space available for 
local meetings. There is a free clothing hamper 
in the backroom, where donated clothing is 
stored and shared with anyone who needs it. 
And there is some food available. “We don’t 
have much, but its something — like right now 
we have crackers and peanut butter, but at least 
it’s food.” 

There are also educational seminars, 
speakers, a library of donated books, a compu¬ 
ter with word processing and a few games. 
Legal support is available for street youth, and 
‘the spot’ also tries to help people who get 
kicked off of welfare unfairly, advocating for 
them and helping them find housing. 

“We fight to win, and the police don’t like 
what we’re doing, so they harass us and arrest 
us whenever they can.” 

Julian and Davin are currently facing 
charges stemming from the May Day rally, 
where five people were arrested after being 
jumped by cops. They are not allowed to 
associate with each other outside the normal 
operation of ‘the spot’. 

Yet, ‘the spot’, and the youth collective, 
steam forward with the ‘urban revolution’ 
platform — to prevent the loss of affordable 
housing, services for the poor and youth spaces 
in the downtown core that the Urban Evolu¬ 
tion program seeks to purge. 
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K-W Multicultural Centre puts on 
symposium to confront systemic racism 

Participants will bring ideas back from own organizations 


What is Systemic Racism? 

Systemic Racism is the unfair distribution of 
power and privilege. It is reflected in the public 
policies, practices and programs of our educa¬ 
tional, financial, religious, business and govern¬ 
mental institutions. Systemic racism persists 
within our community and has devastating 
effects on the economic, social and cultural life 
of our community and the individuals in it. The 
steering committee for the Symposium recog¬ 
nizes that discrimination exists in various forms. 
It is our hope that the findings from this Sym¬ 
posium on Systemic Racism will provide knowl¬ 
edge and tools to help deal with the other forms 
of discrimination in our society. 

How does it work? 

Racism is learned. Racism is the result of atti¬ 
tudes and behaviours learned from the family, 
peer groups, the media, our schools, and other 
social institutions. It leads to a system that 
denies access to opportunities and services for 
people of colour and Aboriginal people. The 
consequences are the oppression, stereotyping 
and marginalization of people based on race. 


Why the Symposium? 

The Symposium seeks to bring together people 
in our community to participate in and gener¬ 
ate an action plan that will help build a fair, 
equal and inclusive society — a society that 
draws on the talents, abilities and potential of 
its residents. 

At this symposium you will: 

• Increase your knowledge about institutional 
and systemic racism 

• Engage in open and honest dialogue about 
systemic racism 

• Explore what you can do to help dismantle 
racist structures 

• Strengthen your personal commitment to 
ending racism 

How can you 
get involved? 

All interested participants will attend a three- 
hour pre-symposium workshop to prepare 
them to go out into their respective agencies or 
groups to gather ideas regarding what we can 
and should do to eliminate systemic racism in 
our community. 


Symposium 

on 

Systemic Racism 

Saturday, October 19 
9:30 am ~ 4:00 pm 

presented by 

the K-W Multicultural Centre 

Workshop times: 

Sept 11, 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
Sept 11. 5:00 p.m. -9:00 p.m. 
Sept 14, 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
Oct 02, 9:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m. 

Oct 02, 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

For more information,contact Lucia 
at the K-W Multicultural Centre, 
Phone: (519) 745-2531, 

Email: lucia@kwmc.on.ca 
Web site: www.kwmc.on.ca 


At the symposium, participants will present 
the ideas gathered for discussion and the devel¬ 
opment of an action plan in our community. 


Community Renewable Energy Works 


ontario.indymedia.org, article # 12224 
by John Green 

community-based group is forming lo¬ 
cally to promote renewable (green) en¬ 
ergy. Community Renewable Energy Works 
(CREW) is the result of a day-long workshop 
held in Kitchener on May 3, put on by the 
Ontario Sustainable Energy Association (OSEA) 
and co-sponsored by the Residential Energy 
Efficiency Project (REEP) and World Wide 
Opportunities for Women (WWOW). The 
workshop was one of several Community 
Green Energy Workshops offered by OSEA 
across Ontario in May and June of this year. 

At the workshop, attendees learned about 
the sources of green energy that are available, 


how the new energy system in Ontario works 
and how to start a viable green energy project 
in their own community. By the end of the day, 
a group of the attendees decided to take the 
next step and form a local group, naming it 
Community Renewable Energy Works. They 
immediately began educating themselves by 
forming subgroups, each with a specific type of 
renewable energy to investigate and report on 
at a subsequent meeting. 

CREW is in the early stages of becoming a 
local hub for community-based initiatives in¬ 
volving renewable energy sources. Its working 
mission (in part) is to “make renewable energy 
accessible to the people of Waterloo Region.” 
Green energy sources include wind, 


photovoltaics, solar hot water heating, biomass 
and micro-hydro. These technologies are not 
familiar to many people — including some 
CREW members—so one of CREW’s goals will 
be to educate its own members and the public. 

Despite the “deregulation” of the electric¬ 
ity generation market in Ontario, many barri¬ 
ers make entry into the market by green pro¬ 
ducers difficult and expensive, so lobbying 
politicians and utilities will be another group 
goal. Governments and large corporations can 
be distant and impersonal, so CREW will focus 
on what individuals and small groups can do 
here in our own community. The focus will be 

continued on next page .. 
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World Religions Conference at UW 


WORLD PEACE 
What Religions Can Achieve 


ontario.indymedia.org, article # 11930 
by Nabeel A. Ran a 

eligious and philosophical communities 
are the best-organized and largest civil 
institutions in the world, claiming allegiance to 
billions of followers, and bridging the divisions 
of race, class, and nationality. They are, hence, 
uniquely equipped to meet the challenge of 
our times—removing race conflicts and wars, 
and making the world a peaceful society for all 
humans. How religions can achieve this goal 
will be the theme of discussion. 

For the past 22 years, the Ahmadiyya 
Movement in Islam - Brantford Branch (which 


serves Brantford, Cambridge, Kitchener, Wa¬ 
terloo and Guelph) has been organizing the 
World Religions Conference, with the object 
of bringing about the much-desired cohesion 
among various faiths. Several renowned schol¬ 
ars are invited to address the gathering on 
specific topics. Due to the increased interest 
from the public, media, academia and national 
and provincial leaders, the conference has 
grown steadily in size, and attracts people from 
all walks of life. Last year, over 750 attended. 
The conference is now organized with the 
cooperation of a host of religious organiza¬ 
tions and communities. 

The 22nd World Religions Conference is 
scheduled for October 5,2002, at the Humani¬ 
ties Theatre, University of Waterloo. Repre¬ 
sentatives from Native Religions, Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, 
Sikhism and Atheism will address the con¬ 
ference and make presentation with the 
objective of achieving universal brother¬ 
hood among various faiths. This will be 
followed by an open questions session 
with the speakers. 

The theme: World Peace 

The theme of this year’s conference is 
WORLD PEACE — What Religions Can 
Achieve”. Almost all major religions have 
developed a conception of universal human 
solidarity. Meanwhile, throughout history, re¬ 
ligion in each particular society has been a vital 




Local green energy group 


.. continued from previous page 

on education, co-operation, forming partner¬ 
ships and using local resources to build local 
solutions. 

As of this writing, CREW has held six public 
meetings at the REEP office, and a smaller 
group has met once to start working out the 
group's mission, principles it will operate by and 
goals. The CREW email list contains over 60 
people, and we hope to attract many more. 
Current members include entrepreneurs, en¬ 


gineers, professors, writers, retirees, students 
and other interested parties. 

CREW meets roughly every two weeks. 
To get involved, come out to the next meeting 
on Wednesday September 18 at 7:00 p.m. at 
the REEP office at 70 King St. East (corner of 
King and Frederick) in downtown Kitchener. 

To get on the CREW mailing list and get 
access to the CREW online community, email 
Mary Jane Patterson at 
mj2patte@fes.uwaterloo.ca or John Green 
at jgreen@ahmmi.uwaterloo.ca. 


22nd World Religions 
Conference 

Saturday, October 5, 2002 
11:00 am ~ 6:00 pm 

Humanities Theatre 
University of Waterloo 

The conference is open to the public. There 
is no charge to attend. Free food and parking. 

For further information, contact 
Nabeel Rana, 

Information and Public Relations Officer, 
World Religions Conference 
Phone: (519) 620-1047 
Email: religions@canada.com 
Web site: 

watservl.uwaterloo.ca/~amsa/wrc.html 


source of cultural bonding and behaviour — a 
key supporter of the forms of justice, law and 
responsibility, and of ideals and education, in 
each society. Political institutions have played 
essential roles in translating religious visions 
into action, and for providing channels for 
people to practise, and to discuss how to prac¬ 
tise, the social and moral norms proclaimed by 
religions. Connections between religious vi¬ 
sions and questions of governance need to be 
worked out today on the world level in new 
ways, now that the world has reached a point 
of critical interdependence in which the reli¬ 
gious precepts of universal humanity take on 
enhanced urgency. This conference will con¬ 
tribute to the process, bringing the great world 
religions together with political visions for 
world governance in a creative dialogue. 

Religious organizations will make special 
spiritual presentations reinforcing the con¬ 
cepts presented by speakers of their respective 
faiths. Moreover, spiritual exhibits displaying 
books and literature will be set up to browse. 

The sponsor of the conference is the 
Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam, a non-profit 
charitable organization that is known around 
the world for its motto “Love for All - Hatred 
for none”. It was founded in 1889, and is an 
embodiment of the benevolent message of all 
world religions: peace, universal brotherhood, 
and submission to the Will of God. 
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Pope Squat moves into September 


Ontario Coalition Against Poverty action stands strong 


The beginnings — July 25 


ontario.indymedia.org, article #11140 
by Tim R. 

ell, you heard it here first. The newest 
OCAP squat is at 1510 King West. 

When I left there at 9:3 0 p.m. everyone 
was happy and starting a party in the big back 
yard of this building. The police are low-key 
so far. It seems Fantino listened when he was 
told to call off the “Keystone Kops.” 

The building is an old three-story room¬ 
ing house that has been boarded up for ten 
years. The owner hasn’t paid taxes on it for 
ten years, so technically nobody owns it. As it 
is, it really is a blot on an otherwise rather 
pretty neighbourhood. If they keep it, they 


will have a great view out over the lake from 
the top floor. 

This was a slick operation. They were 
already in there when the march arrived, and 
had everything set up. A megaphone poked 
out an upper floor window and informed us 
that OCAP was not giving up on this one. If 
they are driven out they will take it back. It’s 
“Give it or Guard it.” 

But the city is full of derelict buildings like 
this that nobody is paying taxes on. They 
could be renovated and made into housing at 
little expense. There are enough of them to 
house everybody who is currently living on 
the sidewalk. 



ontario.indymedia.org, article # 11400 
by Popesquatter 

he “Pope Squat” (so named because the 
building was taken while the Pope was in 
town) has been strongly supported, in the 
neighbourhood that the house is in, in the 
wider community, and by organized labour in 
Toronto. The Canadian Auto Workers (CAW) 
have pledged $50 000 toward turning our 
squatted building into social housing. 

The Pope Squat was organized in order to 
draw attention to the failure by all levels of 
government to address Toronto’s serious hous¬ 
ing crisis, a crisis caused by the elimination of 
rent controls, and the enactment of pro-land- 
lord legislation euphemistically called the “Ten- 
ant Protection Act” by Ontario’s Conservative 
government. As landlords have raised rents far 
beyond the levels that many people can pay for 
the primary human need of shelter, federal, 
provincial and municipal governments have 
failed to build significant amounts of social 
housing. 

In light of this failure, OCAP has decided 
that it is time for people in need of shelter to 
take it for themselves. On July 25 th, as the City 
of T or onto spent more than 19.1 million dol¬ 
lars on the Pope’s visit to Toronto for World 
Youth Day, we opened an abandoned building 
in a Toronto neighbourhood. 


Our demands include: 

• the conversion of the squatted building into 
self-managed social housing; 

• a city-wide inspection and repair blitz; 

• an end to economic evictions which inc ludes 
raising the minimum wage to $10.00/hour 
and restoring cuts to social assistance; 

• the restoration of rent control; 

• the building of 2000 units of social housing 
every year. 


Squat stories from 

Ontario, indymedia. org 

#11464, 11631, 11417, 11998: Battle with 
City Council — Toronto city council passed a 
motion to transfer ownership to the munici¬ 
pality, with the intent to convert it to social 
housing, but with the catch that the squatters 
had to leave first. OCAP has responded that 
they’re not leaving while people still need 
housing. 

#11291: On July 30 at 9 p.m., Avi Lewis and 
Naomi Klein showed a quick rough cut of a film 
they’re working on about the sweeping changes 
in Argentina. They described Argentina as “like 
[the squat], only everywhere.” 

#11434: Squat as Act of Civil Disobedience 
(from ECHO weekly magazine) 

#11408: CLAC radio show about pope squat 
# 11343: “Do the squat”, article from rabble.ca 
#11331: Article on Pope Squat, from Zmag.org 
#11380: Toronto Star article, and comments 



OCAP and the squatters would 
appreciate messages of solidar¬ 
ity. They can be sent to OCAP 
and directly to the building 
being squatted at: 

O.C.A.P. 

517 College Street, Suite 234 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
M6G2A4 

- and - 

The Pope Squat 
1510 King Street West 
Toronto, Ontario Canada 
M6K 1J5 


Use it or lose it—Give it or guard it —BUILD HOUSING NOW! 



OCAP: 416-925-6939, ocap@tao.ca, www.ocap.ca 














September 2002 


Blind Spot 


Page 7 


Walk against Racism, 
Repression and War 

Marchers brave police, security guards, 
catcalls (‘Keep Canada White’), and thunder¬ 
storms to educate people about racism 



ontario.indymedia.org, full article # 11440 
abridged by Kevin Smith 
ver 100 people took part in some or all 
of the 1 OOkm-plus Walk against Racism, 
Repression and War, from Hamilton to 
Scarborough July 20-26. Walkers ranged in 
age from three to 84, and included farmers, 
teachers, caregivers, retirees, artists, students, 
nurses, musicians, and people from a variety of 
faith backgrounds. Folks came from as far away 
as Windsor, St. Mary’s, and Durham to join the 
walk. 

The walk was planned to show solidarity 
with those targeted by racism, repression and 
war — especially the individuals and families 
who have been victimized by the “security 
certificate” secret trials. For many, it was an 
emotionally draining introduction to the daily 
face of racism in Canada. 

The walk looked at the human side of this 
repression by calling for the release of 
Mahmoud Jaballah and Muhammad 
Mahjoub, and calling for a halt to the extradi¬ 
tion of Abdellah Ouzghar. They also are de¬ 
manding that authorities account for all those 
who were rounded up after September 11. 

Jaballah had already been cleared by a 
Federal Court of Canada Judge, but was re¬ 


arrested on another security certificate issued 
by CSIS, and has been in jail since last August 14 
(nine of those months in solitary confinement). 
The marchers were j oined by family and friends 
of Jaballah at the Metro West Detention Cen¬ 
tre (near Pearson Airport), where he is being 
held. Marchers hope to raise the necessary bail 
and surety to have him released soon. 

Mahjoub has been held in jail since June 
2000 on a flimsy guilt-by-association security 
certificate but not allowed to see the “evi¬ 
dence” against him. 

Abdellah Ouzghar was tried, convicted 
and sentenced in absentia by a French court 
which knew his Hamilton address but neglected 
to inform him of the “judicial” proceedings 
against him until they were over. 

The walk was meant to also state that 
racism does not take a summer vacation. As 
marchers went through communities, they re¬ 
minded folks, especially those with the privi¬ 
lege of white skin, that they need to take 
responsibility to address and end the roots of 
racism in Canada. 

Though many white people don’t realize 
the extent of racism in Canada, it became very 
obvious during the days of the walk. Marchers 
heard a great deal about fear: fear to speak up 
and thus become a target of 
RCMP and CSIS harassment, 
fear of losing a job because of 
practising Islam, fear of being 
scapegoated the next time the 
government makes some com¬ 
pletely oddball comment about 
terror sleeper cells or suspicious 
Arabs renting apartment build¬ 
ings. 

Marchers also witnessed rac¬ 
ism firsthand, including some 
racist catcalls from cowardly 
motorists (“Keep Canada 
White” seemed to be a common 
refrain throughout the walk). 
Also popular were slurs against 
Pakistanis, and the ever-original 


calls to “get a life” and “get a j ob. ” A woman in 
a sari complained that racism is a very hot issue, 
and that people make fun of her for wearing 
her traditional clothing. 

“I’m good,” “I’m okay,” “No thanks, I 
don’t need any” and “Not today” were com¬ 
mon responses to the offer of a flyer and a 
dialogue. In a shopping mall, security insisted 
that marchers keep their placards covered with 
garbage bags while they ate lunch. When march¬ 
ers met up with World Youth Day participants, 
their guides shepherded them away when they 
saw the placards. Police also threatened to 
charge them when they leafleted at World 
Youth Day. 

Especially puzzling was a conversation with 
a manager of a McDonald’s. First, he yelled at 
marchers to get off his property. One of the 
marchers was standing about 20 feet in front of 
the store entrance with a placard that said, 
“Racism is Terror: Stop Hate Crimes.” “This is 
not the type of message we want associated 
with McDonald’s,” he says, “there’s women 
and children who come in here!” Later, at a 
Tim Horton’s, three children want to discuss 
racism, but their mother intervenes: “Look, I 
don’t think it’s an appropriate time to discuss 
this. After all, it’s breakfast. ” 

Despite the opposition, marchers were 
heartened by warm greetings from hosting 
churches and mosques, and positive responses 
and good dialogue from many passersby, who 
promised to write local MPs and government 
ministers about the Jaballah, Mahjoub and 
Ouzghar cases. 

Homes Not Bombs want to keep such 
walks against racism and repression on the 
streets in a public and consistent manner. Any¬ 
one interested in j oining us in this plan of action 
is welcome to contact either the Coalition 
Against Racism and War in Kitchener-Water- 
loo, or Homes not Bombs in Toronto. 


Contact: Homes not Bombs: 416 651-5800 or 
tasc@web.ca; Coalition Againt Racism and 
War (WPIRG) 519 888-4882 or info@wpirg.org 



FamilyandfriendsofMahmoudJaballah—injailforoverayear 
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Confidential cabinet document 
reveals sinister Liberal plans 

Canadian government ready to sell out on the 
environment for trade, despite Johannesburg rhetoric 


From the Council of Canadians web site, 
www.canadians.org, September 3, 2002 

A Memorandum to Cabinet, obtained by 
the Council of Canadians and the Cana¬ 
dian Centre for Policy Alternatives (CCPA), 
shows that the Canadian government is look¬ 
ing at what amounts to a fast track mandate for 
trade negotiation, to push for a new Multilat¬ 
eral Agreement on Investment (MAI) and to 
make environment a secondary concern to 
trade imperatives. 

The confidential document, which has 
been sent via an unmarked and anonymous 
envelope, is a final draft of Canada’s WTO 
negotiating strategy that is awaiting Cabinet 
approval. 

“This document shows without a doubt 
that the Liberal government is hypocritical in 
challenging the European Union and the United 
States for harming the Third World,” says 
Maude Barlow, National Chairperson of the 
100,000-member Council of Canadians. “This 
government’s mandate for the WTO negotia¬ 
tions proves that the Chretien government is 
no friend of developing countries and the 
environment.” 

To Bruce Campbell, Executive Director of 
the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, 
the memorandum is attempting to sell to Cabi¬ 


net a position that completely ignores the 
negative aspects of globalization. 

“The document repeats assertions about 
the miraculous power of trade and investment 
liberalization a la WTO to bring prosperity and 
cure poverty, as if the raging worldwide debate 
about the malignancies of the current globali¬ 
zation didn’t exist; as if the actual economic 
record of more than two decades of globaliza¬ 
tion were irrelevant.” 

The federal government is also seeking a 
mandate through cabinet to revive the ill-fated 
Multilateral Agreement on Investments (MAI) 
at the 5th WTO Ministerial Meeting, which 
will take place in Cancun, Mexico, in Septem¬ 
ber 2003. 

“Civil society has fought and defeated the 
MAI in 1998, but we then announced it was not 
fully dead and that there would soon be an 
attempt to resurrect it,” said David Robbins, 
trade campaigner with the Council of Canadi¬ 
ans. 

“Unfortunately, we were right.” 

“Trade Minister Pierre Pettigrew is seek¬ 
ing a mandate from Cabinet, but we will see 
whether he will obtain a mandate from the 
Canadian people.” 

While the document acknowledges that 
developing countries “continue to be con¬ 
cerned about taking additional obligations and 


express concerns that they are not benefiting 
from the international rules framework as 
much as they should,” Canada refuses to rec¬ 
ognize the needs and inequalities of develop¬ 
ing countries. 

Canada is also looking “to work closely 
with like-minded countries to build support of 
moderate developing countries and to isolate 
hard-line opponents who do not share these 
objectives and want to hold up any progress on 
trade facilitation negotiations until implement 
demands are fully satisfied.” 

Therefore, it limits its WTO options to a 
“one-size-fits-all” solution in an unlevelled play¬ 
ing field, despite the rhetoric it expressed at the 
Johannesburg Summit. 

An analysis of the document, prepared by 
the Council of Canadians and the CCPA, is 
available in the press kit. 


For more information, please contact: 

Guy Caron, Media Officer, Council of Canadians 
-613.233-4487 ext. 234 
For comments, please call: 

• Maude Barlow, National Chairperson, Council 
of Canadians — 613.233-4487, ext. 234 

• Bruce Campbell, Executive Director, CCPA — 
613.563-1341, ext. 302 

• David Robbins, Trade Campaigner, Council of 
Canadians — 613.233-4487, ext. 249 


KW Little Theatre damaged by fire 


ontario.indymedia.org, article # 11961 
by Kevin Smith 

njuly 19, at 2:54 a.m., afire ravaged the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Little Theatre 
(KWLT) building, located at 9 Princess Street 
East in Waterloo. 

The fire consumed most of the upper 
floor, causing significant damage to the rest of 
the building. Fortunately, no one was injured. 
Rapid action by the City of Waterloo Fire 
Department in controlling the flames pre¬ 
vented harm to surrounding homes and busi¬ 
nesses. 


The Theatre’s Board of Directors, along 
with many concerned members, held an emer¬ 
gency meeting at a nearby home to discuss a 
plan of action. The Theatre Company will 
continue running at full force. The group is 
actively seeking alternate locations for both 
performances and rehearsals for the upcoming 
production of the October One Act Play Week¬ 
end. 

KWLT purchased the building in 1954 
from Kuntz Electroplating and converted it 
into an administrative and rehearsal facility. In 
the early 90’s, the space was renovated, turn¬ 


ing the previous “tech shop” into a 50-seat 
theatre. The group is currently investigating its 
insurance coverage. It is clear, however, that 
considerable fundraising will be required to 
construct a new performance space. 

Anyone who is able to donate time or 
resources to assist in the rebuilding process is 
encouraged to contact (519) 886-0660 or 
rebuild@kwlt.org. Kitchener-Waterloo Little 
Theatre is the oldest theatre company in the 
Waterloo Region. It is a non-profit organiza¬ 
tion that has been providing quality amateur 
theatre since the mid-1930’s. 
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Hillside Festival 

Keeping the vision 


ontario.indymedia.org, article # 11959 
by Kevin Smith 

T he Hillside Festival started off almost 
twenty-five years ago as a folk festival in 
Guelph. Held on the last weekend in July, it 
attracts more diverse performances and larger 
crowds every year. 

Despite the larger crowds and longer line¬ 
ups, the setting is quite relaxed. Located on an 
“island” in the middle of Guelph Lake, the 
festival features four larger stages for perform¬ 
ance. There is an open-air main stage, two beer 
tent stages, and a sun stage (a natural light stage 
which features a lot of spoken word perform¬ 
ance). 

Everyone comes away from the festival 
with their own highlights. The headline acts 
(like Michelle Shocked at the main stage Sun¬ 
day evening) are usually impressive, but the 
performances that really cook are in the inti¬ 
macy of the beer tents, where the more infor¬ 
mal performances and jam sessions can really 
take off. 

Highlights for me were the Bill Hilly Band, 
who combined impressive unaccompanied 
vocals with a wide variety of instruments. Also 
impressive was Slainte Mhath (pronounced 
SLAWN-CHA-VA), a young Celtic group from 
Cape Breton, who effectively blend fabulous 
fiddling with more modern instruments, per¬ 
forming both traditional reels and jigs and 
more modern cover tunes in the Celtic style. 

People are free to wander among the 
stages at will. If they tire of music and spoken 
word, there are workshop tents, information 


displays, craft vendors, and a tasty (and 
often vegetarian and organic) array of local 
food vendors. If you’re looking for burgers 
and fries, you’re out of luck, but the sausage 
dog stand has a strong following, as do the 
samosas, pad thai, falafel, and the natural ice 
creams. There is a very conscious focus on 
local merchants—in the food tent, with the 
craft vendors, and even in the beer tents 
(where your choices are all brewed by 
Sleeman’s of Guelph). 

The ten workshop tents offer a variety of 
experiences, from hand drumming to astrol¬ 
ogy. If you like discussions, you can talk about 
many topics, including globalization, racism, 
environmental issues, and even polyamory 
(having multiple sexual partners). 

“In my experience, the organizers of the 
Hillside Festival are quite open to including 
workshops and displays that are initiated by a 
variety of community members with a broad 
range of interests... Hillside has succeeded in 
creating forums for discussion and skills-shar- 
ing. As well, a broad range of people are 
exposed to ideas or ways of living that they may 
not have otherwise encountered,” says Kheya 
Bag, one of the anti-racism workshop 
facilitators. 

Nikoo Boroumand, who is involved with 
the Environmental Expo at Hillside, finds as¬ 
pects of Hillside very encouraging. “The exist¬ 
ence of the environmental expo, with all the 
workshops and displays, is a good environmen¬ 
tal promotion. Also, Hillside does a good job of 
promoting waste reduction by recycling [and] 



Pizza sold to rebuild theatre 


ontario.indymedia.org, article # 11961 
by Angela Chambers 

H ow much pizza do you have to sell to raise 
enough money to build a new theatre? 
K-W Little Theatre volunteers have a 
pretty good idea after the 2002 Waterloo 
Busker Carnival weekend. And it’s a whole lot 
of pizza. Enough to make you not want to see 
another piece of pepperoni for a loooooong 
time. 

During the Busker Carnival, 21 dedicated 
volunteers staffed a booth for 26 hours, selling 
3 00 bottles of water and 400 pieces of pizza. In 
all, they raised $1000 for the theatre rebuild¬ 


ing effort. They did more than raise money. 

They also handed out over 25 0 KWLT 
2002-2003 season brochures and talked to 
literally hundreds of people about upcoming 
shows and the theatre in general. Organizers 
consider the event a success, and plan to do 
it again for the Busker Carnival next year! 


Upcoming shows 
(www.kwlt.org) 

October One Act Play Weekend 

Oct 17-19 - 8pm; October 20 - 2pm 
Faust by Marlowe, directed by Cait Glasson 
Nov 28-30, December 5-7,12-14- 8pm 


Scott Wicken of Waterloo on the Sun Stage. 


composting.” Despite these efforts, though, 
there is still room for improvement. “Perhaps 
if there was an educational board for those 
who are oblivious to what is recyclable and 
what is compostable, there would be even 
further waste reduction. I helped pick up the 
garbage on the Monday after the festival, and 
there [were] way too many recyclables and 
compostables in the garbage cans. Also, larger 
recycle bins are needed.” 

Nikoo thinks more could be done to re¬ 
duce energy consumption. “I think one major 
way Hillside could promote greater environ¬ 
mental justice is to use more solar energy. I 
know the sun stage is solar-powered... but all 
the other stages are not. This would be a major 
step toward reducing energy used during the 
festival.” 

Another complaint that was raised was the 
centrality of consumption, as local and organic 
as it may be. As Hillside becomes ever more 
popular, the pressures to become more com¬ 
mercial will become greater. 

The issue of cultural appropriation in 
some festival activities has rarely even been 
discussed. Kheya Bag notes, “There is very little 
critical reflection on a broader organization 
level about the ways in which the Hillside 
Festival perpetuates racism. Although various 
cultural practices and traditions are showcased 
at the festival, they seem to be included as 
spectacles for the enjoyment of predominantly 
white consumers. Such practices are not un¬ 
derstood in their cultural/historical contexts. 
An example of this absence is the prevalence of 
drumming circles (that have space provided to 
them at the festival). As far as I know, my 
workshops were the first time cultural appro¬ 
priation had been addressed at the festival.” 

There’s something for everyone at Hill¬ 
side. If you’re not into the workshops and 
discussions, you can always relax and enjoy the 
great music. As a friend of mine likes to say: “It’s 
a stone groove.” 
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Unanswered questions: 
The September 11 attacks 

Why we should demand a public inquiry 


by Malcontent X 

ontario.indymedia.org, article # 12040 

W e have not been told the truth about 
September 11,2001 — not by the gov¬ 
ernment, the military, or the media. 

A criminal negligence occurred within the 
highest ranks of the Pentagon and Executive 
on Sept. 11th — without which the terrorist 
attacks would not have been successful; and no 
one in positions of authority is willing to talk 
about it. 

The case against Osama Bin Laden and co. 
has never been in doubt; for there never has 
been a case, to speak of. In the name of “na¬ 
tional security,” the Bush Administration has 
made no attempt to make a case before the 
public; rather, circumstantial evidence and 
hearsay has served to achieve long-standing 
economic and military aims in Afghanistan, 
and to distract from the culpability of top 
American officials, in the criminal negligence of 
Sept. 11. 

The possibility that some top officials in¬ 
tentionally abetted the terrorist attacks, (and 
that others have covered up for them) has not 
been ruled out; though this has yet to be 
adequately examined. 

With more civilians killed from the U.S. 
bombing of Afghanistan than the attacks on the 
World Trade Center (source: webactive.com 
democracy now archive, Dec. 1 Oth), the above 
actions by the Bush Administration are simply 
criminal in nature: 

Unless, and to the degree that, the Admin¬ 
istration can demonstrate to U.S. citizens a 
willingness to first take responsibility for their 
own possible failures during the events of Sept. 
11, by submitting to an open, public review. 

By its refusal to openly discuss the affair, 
the Bush Administration has profoundly abused 
the trust of the American people. 

The voices in the immediate aftermath— 
speaking the obvious, seeking answers—have 
been swept away on a tide of vengeance, rising 
off the promise of “evidence” undisclosed, 
insufficient, often ludicrous. 


The most powerful nation on earth—one 
of the most tightly controlled air spaces in the 
world — has just been struck in the heart of its 
jurisdiction, and the security establishment wants 
us to let them do an internal investigation? 

One may reasonably ask: How badly do 
they have to screw up before we, the public, are 
allowed to investigate them? 

The behavior of the mainstream media, in 
passively representing the government posi¬ 
tion (and in the most graphically entertaining 
way) suggests that they cannot be relied on to 
pursue a rigorous critique of official doctrine. 

Witness such bits of wisdom in the volatile 
days following the tragedy: 

• “World War III” (‘NYTimes,’ 9/13) 

• “Give War A Chance” (‘Philadelphia 
Inquirer,’ 9/13) 

• “Time To Use The Nuclear Option” 
(‘Washington Times,’ 9/14). 

It must be up to those of us in the various 
grassroots communities to carry on the re¬ 
search, share information — and articulate a 
review of the available evidence, sufficient to 
put a demand for a full, public inquiry into the 
events of Sept 11th at the forefront of our 
activity. 

We cannot cease questioning the attacks 
on Afghanistan (and other countries), and 
denouncing racist reaction and the curtail¬ 
ment of civil rights, etc. Yet, neither can we be 
satisfied with this purely defensive response. 

Rather, we should seize upon the demand 
for an inquiry — as the pivot upon which to 
expose the government’s duplicity in going to 
war; for, in its arrogance, it has vastly over¬ 
reached itself. 

Once the general public begins to hear a 
consistent, solid, and well-documented voice 
— calling into question the government’s im¬ 
munity from investigation — then the whole 
justification for blindly accepting the govern¬ 
ment’s rationale for bombing Afghanistan (and 
blaming Bin Laden) will also come into ques¬ 
tion. 

Lrom there, public opinion will create a 
slowly-closing vice upon the governmental veil. 


It will only be able to redeem itself by 
allowing an open and honest truth to sail 
through the bankrupt blanket of silence which 
now suffocates our real, human hope: that it 
may emerge, at long last, into the light of day. 

If the evidence available so far proves to be 
just the tip of the iceberg, then over time, the 
U.S. administration will prove itself to be far 
more vulnerable around the issue of incompe¬ 
tence, criminal negligence, or worse ... than 
from any foreign policy or civil libertarian 
issue. 

It’s time for us to take the offensive, by 
building a case before the American people. 

As Stan Goff, re-humanized former mem¬ 
ber of U.S. special forces says, “the left [anti¬ 
globalization movement] has missed the boat 
on this one; by allowing them to get away with 
rushing past the question of who did what on 
September 11th.... accepting [thegovt’s] frame¬ 
work... [we’re missing] the more crucial point 
that [the official] story about Sept. 11 is full of 
holes.” (source: www.narconews.com/ 
goffl.html) 

So full of holes you could fly a plane 
through it. 


This article was compiled from the website: 

www.communitycurrency.org/ 

MainIndexMX.html 


For more online, visit: 

www.unansweredquestions.org 

www.tenc.net 

globalresearch.ca 

www.copycia.com 

www.ratical.com/ratville/CAH/ 

911inquiry.html 

Canada’s Vision TV aired a series entitled 
“The Great Deception” on their Insight pro¬ 
gram challenging the official explanation of 
the attacks and looking at who really benefits. 

www.visiontv.ca 

v___ J 


WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO PRINT AND SHARE THIS PAPER 
ONLINE at: ONTARIO.INDYMEDIA.ORG/BLINDSPOT 
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U.S. prepares for Iraq invasion 

A selection of online resources 
AlterNet.org Indymedia.org 

War on Iraq September 14 feature from global site 


The right-wing hawks within the Bush admin¬ 
istration continue to press for an attack on Iraq, 
even as prominent members of their own party 
call for greater debate and restraint. A signifi¬ 
cant percentage of Americans and all allies 
agree — a unilateral strike against Baghdad is 
both unwarranted and potentially disastrous. 

But if the likes of Donald Rumsfeld and 
Dick Cheney get their way, we will be exactly 
where we started a year ago — attacking an¬ 
other nation under the aegis of the global war 
on terror.This page offers our readers the best 
analysis, activism resources, and timely infor¬ 
mation they need to resist this precipitous rush 
to war. 

ZMag.org 

Iraq Watch 

After over 10 years of torturing the people of 
Iraq, The United States is preparing, rhetori¬ 
cally and militarily, for another full-scale war 
there. 

ZNet will try to provide coverage and 
analysis of this crime as it is being planned, to 
inform and assist the movements against it as 
they develop. 

ProjectIraq.org 

It has now been 12 years since the UN estab¬ 
lished one of the harshest economic blockades 
in history on the men, women and children of 
Iraq. These sanctions have not only caused the 
direct deaths of over 1.5 million people, they 
have also severely crippled the Iraqi economy. 
With virtually no trade, the Iraqi currency 
quickly lost most of its value and due to the 
shortages caused by the blockade, prices of 
nearly all basic necessities rose. 

While the people of Iraq have been suffer¬ 
ing deprivation and hunger, another danger 
has been looming, literally, over their heads— 
the bombs of the combined air forces of the 
United States and Britain. 


As George W. Bush addressed the U.N. General 
Assembly on Thursday, September 12 regard¬ 
ing military action against Iraq, a coalition of 
activists protested the Bush administration’s 
plans to escalate violence in the region. 

Responding to a call issued by Voices in the 
Wilderness (VITW), a network of activists which 
has worked to end U.S. economic sanctions 
against Iraq since 1996, the Green Party USA, 
Citizens of Legitimate Government, NOW- 
NYC and others, peace advocates gathered to 
oppose Bush’s plans for war at Dag 
Hammerskjold Plaza on 47th Street and First 
Avenue in New York. 

Among the actions taken was the breaking 
of a forty day fast by hunger strikers opposed 
to war, amid hopes that more people will reject 
an attack on Iraq. 

At the same time, human rights activists 


It was in this context that in January of 
2002, Project Iraq was formed with one con¬ 
crete goal: Humanitarian aid for the people of 
Iraq. There are many groups that are trying to 
raise awareness about the sanctions on Iraq 
and many others that petition their govern¬ 
ments to stop these sanctions. While this type 


pre-empted Bush’s speech early Thursday 
morning by unfurling a 50 by 30-foot banner 
over the East River. The banner, which read 
“Earth to Bush: No Iraq War,” was hoisted in 
the air by four giant helium-filled weather 
balloons. The action, organized by Global Ex¬ 
change, the Ruckus Society, and Bad Babes, 
sought to illustrate the virtually unanimous 
global opposition to the administration’s 
planned invasion of Iraq. 

The U.N General Assembly convened on 
September 12, with 169 items on the agenda. 
A mass of documentation is pouring out of the 
organization as it does at each annual meeting 
of the Assembly, with little attention being paid 
to it by the dominant media. A resolution is 
expected to be presented to the U.N. Security 
Council following Bush’s speech, possibly over 
the weekend, more likely next week. 


of work is sincere and in many cases deserves 
praise, it does not put food on the table, nor 
medicine in the hospitals, of the people of Iraq. 

There are only a handful of groups that 
actually deliver any sizeable quantity of food to 
Iraq. This is why there is a real need for Project 
Iraq. (aWPIRG action group) 



BlOLOGilCAL WARFARE 
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Education funding in Ontario 
fails students 

Teachers may strike at start of 2003 if not satisfied 


ontario.indymedia.org, article # 11960 
by Kevin Smith 

11 of the public high school teachers in 
Ontario are working without a collective 
agreement with their school boards. 

The province will be releasing a new fund¬ 
ing formula in November, and nobody wants 
to commit to anything until they know the 
details. 

School boards in Ontario are in an uneasy 
stalemate with their teachers, as everyone waits 
for the new formula. Since 1993, public high 
school teachers have received a total of 7.39 
per cent in salary increases, which don’t even 
keep up with inflation. 

The Ontario Secondary School Teacher’s 
Federation (OSSTF) is demanding increases 
that are in line with other civil servants, and 
asking that the jobs that were cut by the Harris 
government be restored. “We don’t think any 
of our demands are unreasonable,” says Dave 
Brohman, chief negotiator of the Ontario Sec¬ 
ondary School Teacher’s Federation (OSSTF) 
in Waterloo Region. 

The president of the Ontario English 
Catholic Teacher’s Assocation (OECTA), Bill 
Brazeau, is actively negotiating agreements for 
their teachers, but says that the current funding 
formula is a roadblock to daily operations at 
the schools, as well as to contract settlement. 
“It’s like negotiating inside a very small box. It’s 
hard for both sides.” 

The president of the University of Guelph, 
Mordechai Rozanski, has been on leave since 
August 1 to study the educational funding 


T he budget crises experienced by school 
boards across the province this year 
shouldn’t surprise anyone,” the author of a 
new CCPA study says. “The boards’ budget 
struggles are in direct response to massive cuts 
in education funding by the Conservative Gov¬ 
ernment since it took office in 1995.” 


Also see: 

www.voicesforchildren.ca 

www.peopleforeducation.com 

www.campaignforpubliceducation.ca 


formulas for the province. His report is due in 
November. The province will then have to 
decide how to act on it. 

If they don’t meet the demands of the 
public high school teachers, the teachers are 
planning to go on strike in February. 

Democracy in 
Ontario education? 

by Greg Macdougall 

he provincial Tory government has gone 
a step further in taking the democracy and 
accountability out of the province’s education 
system. In August, Liz Witmer, Ontario’s Min¬ 
ister of Education and MPP for K-W, replaced 
the locally-elected school board trustees in 
Ottawa, Toronto and Hamilton with appointed 
supervisors whose mandate is to implement 
the recommendations from an auditor’s re¬ 
port, which is to cut costs. 

Each of the three school boards had not 
passed a balanced budget. The funding for¬ 
mula for schools that the Ontario government 
has introduced is being criticized by many for 
the lack of money in the school systems, leading 
to cuts in the quality of education for students. 

The trustees in Ottawa, Hamilton and 
Toronto decided to confront the way the 
government is funding their schools. In re¬ 
sponse, the provincial government took away 
their power to spend money and set policy and 
put someone in charge who will toe the Tory 
line and cut costs... but at what cost? 


The study, Cutting Classes: Elementary 
and Secondary Education Funding in Ontario 
2002-03 , finds that even with the increases 
announced in this year’s provincial budget, 
between $2.2 and $2.5 billion has been cut 
from elementary and secondary education 
funding in Ontario since 1994, the year before 
the Harris Government took office. 


The report was prepared by the Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives (CCPA). 
Read more at their web site: 

www.policyaltematives.ca 
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12111: Oneida standoff, Oneida NY: Sup¬ 
porters of Oneida traditionalists say NO! to 
Oneida Nation dictator (and violator of the 
centuries-old Haudenosaunee democratic sys¬ 
tem of decision-making, The Great Law), Ray 
Halbritter’s attempt to push out another 
Oneida family from the 32-acre territory 
more at www.oneidasfordemocracy.org 

12126: Florida Governor Jeb Bush insists his 
daughter’s latest drug episode should be treated 
as a “family matter” rather than as a criminal 
matter. Hypocritical? 

1203 8: Nelson Mandela says the United States 
is a threat to world peace, in an interview with 
US magazine Newsweek 

11997,12002,12073: Protests against former 
Prime Minister of Israel Benjamin Netanyahu 
as he visits Montreal, Toronto to give speeches 

11976: Indymedia NewsReal is a TV series 
which airs on the first Thursday of every month 
on Free Speech TV, Dish Network Channel 
9415 .. a call-out for submissions and content 

11950: Toronto cops beat aboriginal man 

11948: Appeal for Ethiopian man facing de¬ 
portation from Canada 

11926: Report from Senate committee calls 
for legalization of marijuana in Canada 

11712: Books for activists, a list of reviews 


11845: Wanted for State Terrorism — 

Bush, Rumsfeld, Cheney 




Report on education funding released 

Between $2 and $2.5-billion less in education than in c 94 












